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A Study on the Actual Condition and Improvement Direction of Tourism

Infrastructure in North Korea
: Focusing on the Northeast Area of North Korea
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to determine alternatives to cooperate in the tourism infrastructure that can be promoted
in the northeastern region of North Korea bordering China, in case the border closures of North Korea is lifted owing to the
improvement in the COVID-19 conditions, allowing free travel and resolving North Korean nuclear issue. The conditions of
the tourism infrastructure of the regions were examined in the areas of Mt. Baekdu-Samjiyeon, Cheongjin-Mt. Chilbo, and
Rason. Subsequently, a written survey was conducted including Korean and Chinese experts who had visited in person,
focusing on the fields where the tourism infrastructure required immediate improvement, by the area.

Based on the results of the fact-finding analysis and survey, this study suggested the following implications to
improve the tourism infrastructure in the northeastern regions of North Korea. First, North Korea's tourism infrastructure
development required cooperation focused on the “‘complementation and improvement of the institution” rather than
pursuing cooperation focused only on the “development of the physical aspect.” Second, the tourism infrastructure
must be improved by the regional conditions, on priority. Finally, the role of a promoter who could promote systematic
development cooperation through the formation of the “Tumen River Tourism Council” was required, led by GTI, a regional
multilateral consultative body that can systematically support the North Korean tourism infrastructure.
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Table 1. Distribution of tourism resources in northeast area of North Korea

Type : § 5 Recreational
Area aubi area Nature History-culture Social Industry faciliten
Mt. Baekdu, Samjiyeon, Protection Zone of Mt.
Ri Myeongsu Falls, Baekdu Revolutionary
ZP:A?rea gﬂatmafeet?}u' Daeheung Animal Gwaegungjeong Historic Site, Samjiyeon Mt Baekdu T .
Baekdu  Da efjlgn dan Protection Zone, Pavilion, the Site of Great Monument, SHFng Wated SE?R esort,g
and Shd el Naegok Hot Spring, Suhangroo, the Site of ~ Bocheonbo Battle Fgct og ate atp
Sammiiveon Bocheon-aun Daehongdan Azalea Yeongbodae, etc. Victory Monument, 1y, €tC. )
Iy 9 Colony, Daehongdan Bocheonbo Revolution
Potato Flower Sea, etc. Museum, etc.
The Castle of
MUSanrveon Hoeryeong, Kim Jung-Sook's
Hoeryong city Lo rgearr?‘etc Wonsanseong Fortress, Revolutionary Historic
99 e Undusanseong Site, etc.
Fortress, etc.
Cheongjin Port,
Historic Site of ’ - Kimchaek Steel
s .. Cheongjin Electronic :
Chongjin city M. Kol gtc. ggggfﬁr%i%ﬂ??ﬁrln%g Libeary, éﬁltgtrprise EnaEEa
Cheonggye Temple Sijte, _ll—_fﬁ(reg?g;eg?cgbukdo A Suseongcheon Hotd
etc. S General Food
™ Factory, etc.
e area
of Gyeongseong Gyeongseong
Cheongjin Gyeongseong Nature Eupseong Fortress, H_istorical Sites Qf the Nursing
andMU  Gyeonaseon Reserve, Gwanmobong  Nammun Gate, Gipsam Revolution, Home,
Chilbo En 9 9" Nature Reserve, Gyeongseonghyanggyo Historical Sites of the Onpo Hot
9 Gyeongseong Hot Local Confucian School, Yeombunjin Revolution, Spring
Spring, etc. Jeongbuksa Temple,  etc. Recreation
etc. Center, etc.
Naechilbo (Chilbobong
Peak, Cheonghakbong
Peak, Geumganggul
Cave), Oechilbo
Mt Chilbo (Hakmudae, Gaesim Temple etc.
Manmulsang, Hwangjin
Hot Spring), Haechilbo
(Gangseonmun, Songdo,
Rainbow Rock), etc.
Onseong Donggwanjin Primitive Historic Site of the
Island Site, Onseong Fish Fossil Wangjaesan Revolution,
Tourism Layer, Sambongo Animal Eggfgggiggseong Site of the Onseong
Development  Fossil Layer, Suhangru, e District Revolution
Zone Tumen River Planet, etc. Battlefield, etc.
Yongdang, .
Ryuda-island
Gyeongwoneupseong, Rgvolutionary
Radan M i geongr_waeseong, Historic Site, Singeon-ri
Gyeongwon adan M OUI:'ltaI[:l, ia ongnimsanseong Yeonbong
Thearea gun Eﬂa?(zné?::n‘ Bipahany E(l);risns, Hisea Revolutionary
of Rason s = ort?essgj 9 Historic Site, Ryonggye
i . Revolutiona
docneengieonagyetl Historic Siteryetc
etc. T
: : Marine Revolution Rason
Bipado Island, Gulpo-ri Seopohang .- .
Galgeumdan Beach, Ruins, Gongjuseong gg;ﬁ%ggig?g:fgng lggqu{m
Rason Cheaabok DecrBark:  Poritss: Tesanseng Site, Rajin Revolution  Rason Port Center)’r
Alseom Seabird Reserve, Fortress, Uamboseong Hisfori cJaI Site Em GI:OF
Uam Seabird Reserve,  Fortress, Seungjeonbi, NICRuissia Eneid ship " otgl Casiig
cie: el Bridge, etc. etc.

Source: Korea Tourism Organization (2003: 297-298); Encyclopedia Publishers (2009: 634-635), Chosun Tourism, http//tourismdprik gov kp; Chosun Today,
http://www.dprktoday.com, All of these are re-cited from Lee, H.J. et al. (2019: 70-109) with being reconstructed and supplemented.
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Table 2. Status of major tourism infrastructures by area

Transportation infrastructure

Area Sub area Accgan:};?datlon Custom
Airport Port Railway and road etc. s
The area of Mt Baekdu, ; - ; 5 Begaebong Hotel, Ssangdubong
Mt Baekdu Samijiyeon, Samijiyeon ! gg;ﬁ%ggﬁ_ﬁigggﬂ Bailyay {openedin2010) Hotels in Customs,
and ) Daehongdan, and Airport Daehongdan Grade Il Road, etc dowr_w_town Samjang
Samijiyeon Bocheon-gun Samjiyeon,etc.  Customs
* Hambuk Line Railway
Hoeryong city * Hoeryeong-Cheongjin Grade | Road, Hoeryeong Inn
Hoeryeong-Heonseong Grade Il Road, etc.
The area of * Pyeongra Line, Hambuk Line,
Cheongjin o Cheongjin Cheongjin  Gangdeok Line, etc.
and Mt. Gung oty Airport Port * Wonsan-Rason, Cheonmasan e
Chilbo Cheongjin-Horyeong Grade | Road
* Grade Il Roads in Hwadae-gun, Gilju-gun, Chilbosan
Mt Chilbo and Myeongcheon-gun, etc. P
* Pyeongra Line Vet
S 5 : o Namyang
Onseong Island Onseonﬁ Namyarg 5, Hoeiyeond 5, s Customs,
ks Gyeongheuing-gun, etc. Connecting Grade Il Sambong
Development Roads and Hambuk Line Railway Customs
one P * Railways, Roads, New Bridges connected to Hoeryeoﬁg
Tumen city, etc. oI
The area of —
Rason * The Tumen River Line, a branch of the
Pyeongla Line and the Hambuk Line, i : ;
Rason Seungri Line, Hongui Line, Rajin-Russia's ggjr':é;‘;gh gsan gjos?gr?ggn
Fason Port ; giggggﬁg;ﬁgﬁgegﬁgég 2%1{5? Hotel, Emperor ~ Saebyeol
gin clty, Hotel, etc. Customs

Gyeongheung-gun, Onseong-gun, etc.

« Tumen River Tourist Road

Source: Korea Tourism Organization (2003: 297-298); Encyclopedia Publishers (2009 634-635), Chosun Tourism, http://tourismdprk gov kp; Chosun Today,
http://www.dprktoday.com. All of these are re-cited from Lee, H.J. et al. (2019: 70-109) with being reconstructed and supplemented.

Figure 1. Distribution of tourism resources and infrastructures by area
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Table 3. Composition of survey questionnaire
Classifications ltems

- Organization of work, age, location of working institution, travel experience in the border area between North

BESpenuents Korea, China and Russia, etc.
- How much does Chinese travel to North Korea contribute to regional exchange and cooperation, and peace
promotion on the Korean Peninsula?
- How much does South Korean tourism to North Korea contribute to regional exchange and cooperation, and
General peace promotion on the Korean Peninsula?
consciousness — : - :
- How much does tourism infrastructure cooperation between South, North Korea and China contribute to
regional exchange and cooperation, and peace promotion on the Korean Peninsula?
- What is the most urgent things for improvement of tourism infrastructure in the North-China border area?
Tourism - Which field of tourism infrastructure should be improved in the Mt. Baekdu-Samjiyeon?
infrastmt;ture - Which field of tourism infrastructure should be improved in the Tumen-Namyang-Cheongjin-Mt. Chilbo?
cooperation by
border region - Which field of tourism infrastructure should be improved in the Hunchun, Rason, and Vladivostok?

Source: Written by authors based on Lee, H.J. et al. (2021:117).

Table 4. Setting of choices items
Classifications Choices ltems

- Expansion of accommodation facilities in North Korea (hotels, guest houses, etc))
- Improvement of accessibility to tourist attractions in North Korea (transportation, qualitative and
Physical quantitative expansion of infrastructure)
infrastructure - Expansion of convenience facilities in North Korea (convenience facilities such as restaurants,
culture, and leisure facilities)

Tourism - Expansion of electricity supply for tourism activities in North Korea
infrastructure

- Simplicity of CIQ (Immigration, Customs, Quarantine, etc.) procedures in the North Korea-China
border area

- Institutional supplementation related to personal security during tourism activities in North Korea

- Institutional supplementation related to COVID-19 prevention during tourism activities in North
Korea (COVID-19 quarantine manual, Unification of quarantine rules, etc)

Institutional
infrastructure

Source: Written by authors based on Lee, H.J. et al. (2021: 205-207).
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Figure 2. Percentage of having visited areas
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Figure 3. The results of the survey on the perception of whether tourism contributes to exchange and cooperation and peace
on the Korean Peninsula in the North Korea-China border area
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Table 5. Tourism infrastructures’ field to be improved in the area between Mt. Baekdu and Samjiyeon (only 1st response, %)

Expansion Simplicity

Improvement of of CIQ S i
Expansion of of Expansion of electricity procedures sllzlps;llt;m::;:- sll.l:ps;llteﬂ:::al-
Classification Case accommodation accessibility convenience supply for in the North tionrelatedto  tionrelatedto Others Total
No. facilities in totourist  facilitiesin  tourism  Korea- ol COVID-19
North Korea  attractionsin North Korea activities  China 2ecuri vention
North Korea in North border ¥ ik
Korea region
| Korean 32 - 156 31 6.3 250 406 6.3 31 1000
Tota
Chinese 31 97 129 129 3 194 258 194 - 1000
Respondents Korean 14 - 214 71 - 14.3 35.7 143 71 1000
who have )
visited NX ~ Chinese 24 125 16.7 12.5 5 208 250 125 - 1000

Source: Written by authors, based on the survey result.

Table 6. Tourism infrastructures’ field to be improved in the Tumen-Namyang-Cheongjin-Mt. Chilbo (only st response, %)

Expansion Simplicity

Improvement of of CIQ S i
Expansion of of Expansion of electricity procedures sl:stllt;.m:::;_ sl: St'liﬂ:::al_
Classification Case accommodation accessibility convenience supply for in the North tinElI::' kst 4 tinf'lprelat edto Others Total
No. facilities in totourist  facilitiesin  tourism Korea- Sl COVID-19
North Korea  attractions in North Korea activities China 2 ecurity vertion
North Korea in North border ok
Korea region
e Korean 32 31 188 - 3.1 219 375 125 3.1 1000
ota
Chinese 31 97 6.5 97 32 290 194 226 - 1000
Respondents Korean 14 5 286 : 3 143 357 143 71 1000
who have )
visited NK  Chinese 24 125 83 83 42 333 167 167 - 1000

Source: Written by authors, based on the survey result.

Table 7. Tourism infrastructures’ field to be improved in the Hunchun, Rason, and Vladivostok (only 1st response, %)

Expansion Simplicity

Improvement of of ClQ s —
Expansion of of Expansion of electricity procedures slt:l:;::u;t:taal- sllrl‘:;:te"r::::taal_
Classification Case accommodation accessibility convenience supply for in the North tionrelatedto  tionrelatedto Others Total
No. facilitiesin totourist  facilitiesin tourism  Korea- arccival COVID-19
North Korea  attractionsin North Korea activities  China P it ot
North Korea in North border STy RIENSRROT
Korea region
; Korean 31 6.5 129 6.5 6.5 290 290 6.5 32 1000
Tota
Chinese 31 6.5 3.2 3 = 129 129 64.5 - 1000
Respondents Korean 13 Tl 77 77 7 154 38.5 7 77 1000
who have )
visited NK  Chinese 24 8.3 42 = > 8.3 16.7 62.5 - 1000

Note: one Korean with no response.
Source: Written by authors, based on the survey result.
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