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The Reality of Urban Regeneration Process Examined through

Participatory Research Approach

: A Case Study of Governance in A Small-residential Regeneration Project in Pohang
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Kim, Ju-Il

Abstract

This study examined the policy conditions existing on the ground during the closing phase of the recent Urban
Regeneration New Deal in Korea. A qualitative research approach, including participatory observation and in-depth
interviews, was used to analyze the governance system, its planning and performance, and the attitude of the participants
at a case site. Six ethnographic focuses were found from which observations were categorized and viewed. The results
showed that a nonconsensual hardware plan, mostly led by a local authority, was discredited for unfaimess and became
the cause of interruption and suspension of governance. The regeneration center was not as independent and arbitrative
as it was meant to be. The residents are opposed to penetration by outsiders and unpleasant public facilities, thereby
continuously coming in conflict with the local authorities. Due to these obstructions, the regeneration plan was changed
to a more ambiguous and less public one. However, the regeneration policy is too nominal, typical, and does not consider
the reality on the ground; thus, it needs to be reformed. Various sociocultural disadvantages of decaying areas should be
considered and detailed measures must be developed to ensure a more realistic and effective urban regeneration policy.
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Figure 1. 5 steps of participatory observation

7I%ole} & 4= Qi

FoAzAR= A7 @4l ofshs Ak, F/ulE 71 o
5 5ol wheh 4942 RE S gl A7ARs i AR
ikt & o= 60 S W= 713 E
7HA 2= Q% ol 4FY "9 F WA Observer as partici-
pant) £39] Y2 & 4= ok, TH, ARjlo] AFPH ojFoll=
S 53 7 Y S dAIE sk e dAl
ZRAEE ARSI, FodAR)] ZRAEE AAERCT:
AR AUE A A mofsi= dgo] 28& & &
Holet. o] el vhE TSI iyl |
o $8& 7L, 271 3] & 203 ol WE, 2819 F
w3, 28]9] uRS AL S-S A YSIqIct, 1 P2 2AF W ]
£ B G4 ojAlol= 715l eH, 49 7|2 A&
2 8EE 4 Uit o] DAA o]Folxl HHLS YRA
Hole] TR & = 9lon, 4 §3 5 Bl Foz
(Participant as observer) 8¢ 8@sh= 202 & 4= ¢S
Zloltt, o] IFo A Rl Tfefstr] of2lE AR XF 9

u] 7]—

BojzAlA] Hokdl Be) BY BEAE FAow 459
B3-S AAgRo R EAe) 29o] tho) Het A8 setsla
A sk, Qe Alglo] 338 AajElo] A o)
Aol 15e1d 2021 74 S04 109 W) A7)ol 1EA
o ANEYT gAke Avidac 2 BT WHVAR,
EARA7IZAQAE O]} 712ATE) 9 BAA AT (o]3} B

AE) 219, FRH A i (o)5t FRIE) 5 F 119101
o], ARdefl ot QAT /o] =& 5%(Table 1)Z= 1AIE
olge] SleiRe} 318 At el AT FRo of
g Ay, =30l digt Fofofl w2t PEjglon, B oy A2
712 sheict,
Table 1. Main targets of interview

Interviewee Date Main contents

Mr. A . .

: Sep. Inhabitants' recognition of

Eigﬁ?:ggstwe of 2021. policy and its' problems

Mr. B AU Practical problems in policy
Member of regeneration 202%‘ implementation

center " governance cooperation
Mr.C Jul.  Movements of inhabitants
Member of field center 2021. socio-cultural conditions

Mr. D

Administrator, Urban Jul.  Palicy enforcement
regeneration division, 2021. difficulties in policy course
Cityhall

Mr. E :

Member of regeneration Oct. External perspective on

2021. local regeneration process

commission, Pohang
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Figure 9. Locations of parking area, before and after
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Figure 10. List of facilities, before and after
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Table 3. Comparing facility number and scale

Initial plan Final plan
West East West East
No. of facilities 4 7 0 7
Total area 1,643m*  1,746m’ om’ 1,979m’
Area ratio 10.8% 4.9% 0% 5.6%
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