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Roles of an Urban Agricultural Garden for Local Community Building
— A Qualitative Study on an Urban Agricultural Garden in Millican Town, U.S. -
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Abstract

Many cities in South Korea have expanded urban agricultural gardens which are used for agricultural activities. The pur-
pose of this paper is to study the role and contribution of an urban agricultural garden for local community building beyond
its agricultural function through a case study of an agricultural garden in Millican Town, Texas, U.S. A qualitative study
method based on the constructivist paradigm was applied for this study. For data collection, in-depth interviews were con-
ducted with 11 managers and participants of the community garden, and participants’ observations were recorded. The
data was analyzed through the constructivist grounded theory method. The results of this study show that the garden at
Millican functions as not only a place for fresh food production and agricultural experiences for residents, but also a place
for resident interaction and community building. The garden offered CSA (Community Supported Agriculture) as well as a
variety of programs including farm tours, farm education, etc. to provide more opportunities for resident interactions and
community building. These results provide implications for the management of urban agricultural gardens in South Korea
on the value of expanding the purpose of these gardens from being solely focused on agriculture to promoting community

building.
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Figure 1. Location of the farm at Millican Reserve
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Table 1. Interviewees' information
Pseudonym Age Reside(r;:::)period Occupation Education M?::I;K:azrsr;ily Race
A 4 12 Manager of the farm College graduated 10,000 White
B 46 12 Manager of the farm Ph.D. graduated 10,000 Black
C 19 10 Student College student 2,000 Black
D 56 1 Teacher Ph.D. graduated 14,000 White
E 64 29 Retired Ph.D. graduated 6,000 White
F 19 19 Student College student 1,200 White
G 33 2 Student Ph.D. student 1,500 Asian
H 18 18 Student College student 800 White
| 37 10 Yoga instructor College graduated 10,000 White
J 70 70 Retired College graduated 5,000 Hispanic
K 57 3 Officer College graduated 3,500 White
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Table 2. Categories and codes of the results of the interviews

Categories

A 350 AAAE Bl A sk ARl e R 34
SHaL A& 7hs st AU EE THE0] 7= Zlol=kaL jith

ek sle] F A mjuA 2l A "9 Hie 2] A
Arsle] =AFE Al2ES S 4= =T A& 7Hse F
AL 2O Adske AU el e AHAE)
of 8] £o& A 7| ARt wAkES AlSdthe 7R E 2
AL Uk e dgsklnh, =3 AL Aol dish
A Bl E7E o Al sARE AR T A Ao =
WS A BT o] gHoR SEl= £ Aok AL BEYE
W7rsh gt ol FARE ERlguTh 22l vl sAkeE g
o it} SjASolA pEES vl ke AR o] FolXit
I ATsIGiT), ol &3] CSATRAL B, ARl &AL
4% 2E1A fEUES S8 ol fEE A SHcke 5
Yo FEHIZ A, vj=g vER A =E0lA gel E8HaL
= kAo Th(A Y, 20145 Hayden and Buck, 2012} Vasquez

D
ABaha SR TPk Fol WAloR RG4S qlgl
Qub o2 FEAPAolet e FEOR Bt YAl
SEHES Bk 202 olsist] 4X), Belh 5] 49
ARUEE A4317] 9144 ARUE] PHAS 2t £l

o] 2ol e ol WAL T 4 ES sHe Aol

Codes

Local food system, sustainable agriculture, harvest by ourselves, fresh

Roles of the community garden

local foods, values, members, CSA, distribution of foods, work sharing,
students’ involvements, social contribution, food bank, donation, low

incomes, community serve, and community building

Production and consumption of
fresh local foods

Fresh foods, no pesticides, high quality, regular harvest, regular
consumption of vegetables, healthy eating habits, accessibility, every
weekend, and participations

Natural and agricultural
experiences through diverse
programs

Participants’
experiences

Nature, agriculture, meaningful experience, newer, learn about Texan
agriculture, difference from my hometown, children, close to foods,
sensory experience, feelings, and family experience

Lack of opportunity to meet people in an urban setting, car, a member of
community, meeting people who did not know previously, people who are
interested in fresh foods and substantiality, comfortable, welcoming

Residents' interactions and
community building

newer, building relationships, conversation, and sharing
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