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Gender Differences in Residential Decision by Single-Person Households
— With Regard to Safety Needs and Costs of Gwanak-Gu Residents in Their 20’s and 30’s —

Zrhe” ZenE™

Jo, Kyu-Won - Gim, Tae-Hyoung Tommy

Abstract

Crimes against women are steadily increasing, and women tend to be more afraid of crimes than men. In particular,
women have been threatened and insecure in residential areas in which the highest level of safety should be assured.
This study attempts to analyze whether women who feel vulnerable to crimes in the residential environment spend higher
housing costs than men in order to ensure safety. As such, this study conducts one-on-one interviews with 15 Gwanak-gu
residents in their 20's and 30's and identifies how and why the level of housing needs is differently satisfied by gender.
Specifically, women realize a lower housing need than men, resulting from gender differences in safety. Women give up
on other residential and environmental factors because they spend a substantial amount of money on housing for higher
safety. This implies that single-female households are exposed to the inferior quality of the living environment compared to
their male counterparts of similar income or age.
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Step5
. self-realization, esthetic requirement

affinity with one's neighbors

Privacy within the house.
personal socializing with one's neig

Dwelling size
Distance between public facilities

Safe streets
Conformity with monthly housing costs

satisfaction with housing prices

pollution of residential areas
In-house Accident preparation
Cleanliness and maintenance of housing The presence of rats or harmful insects'

Step4
. social mutual relation desire

Public transportatio
Conformity within space

Suitable for the number of bedrooms quality of garbage collectio

Step3
. comfort and convenience desire

Step2
: desire to protect oneself and property

Electric lighting equipment

cooking equipment
Heating conditions

toilet facilities
water supply and sewerage

washing facility
the state of a house

Step1
-survival desire

Figure 1. The Measurement of Residential Environment by the Hierarchy of needs Theory

Source: Kwak(1986), reorganized by author
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Table 1. The List of Interviewee

Housing cost

Monthly

No. Gender Age Job Income (including rent* Floor  Sector Payer
maintenance fee)
Deposit 10M
P1 F 25 Gra%“ate Under 440K 2nd 4 Parents
student 1.35M Rent 0.4M
Graduate Under Deposit 13M
P2 F 38 student 135M —_— 0130 180K 7th 3 In person
Graduate Under Deposit ™
P3 F 34 student 135M —_— 0400 420K 4th 4 In person
i Deposit 5M
P4 Fooog  Office 135M-2M 430K st 1 nperson
worker Rent 0.41M (excluding deposit )
i Deposit 3M
P5 F 2 Off'fe 1.35M-2M P AT0K 3 2 nperson
worker Rent 0.46M (excluding deposit )
Deposit 30M In person
P6 F 30 Teacher 2M-3M Rent 0.4M 520K 4th 2 (excluding deposit)
: Lease 90M
P7 F 28 Off'ife 3M-4M : 410K 3rd 1 Parents
worker Maint. 50K
Lease 280M
P8 F 30 Dentist SMor 1.72M 4th 1 In person
more Interest : P
0.6M
on Loan
P9 M 30  Unemployed Under ease oM 380K 2nd 1 Parent
nemploye n arents
Py 1.35M Maint. 80K
: Lease 50M
P10 M 28 Office 1.35M-2M 260K 2nd 1 Parents
worker Maint. 60K
d Deposit 20M
P11 M 30 Ofﬂlfe 2M-3M P 580K 2nd 2 In person
worker Rent 0.5M
Deposit 75M
P12 M 34 Researcher  2M-3M 550K 2nd 3 mpersen
Rent 0.25M (excluding deposit )
; Deposit 35M
P13 M 34 Off'lfe 2M-3M P 490K 2nd 3 In person
worker Rent 0.35M
: Deposit 2M
P14 M 30 Off'lfe 3M-4M P 420K Tst 1 In person
worker Rent 0.41M
] Lease 75M
PI5 M 27 Office 3M-4M 300K 4th 2 |
Worker - Interest 0.18M t n person
on loan :
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lighting, free space, view
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Inheon-
dong

Shingil station

nearby
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Seouldaeipgu station

residential | -multi household housing radius | -7* floor efficiency apartment - 3 floor of a multi family housing
environment -f_ear_of e_xterr_lal_lntrusmnlgaze —Ilghtl_ng, b_uﬂdlng interval, | - passage through a busy street
-lighting inferiority satisfaction of room structure/size | oy convenience faciliies round the clock
-co_nstant Eurent popl_llatlon low -a lot of interaction with the owners of house
-noise from nearby railways
monthly

housing cost

abandonment

370,000 won 570,000 won 420,000 won

Figure 4. A Case of P4(F) on Residential Environment Considering Moving Process

housing cost appropriateness

new building, comfort of the environment

pursuit issues

safety, comfort of the environment

safety, hosing cost appropriateness

Bongcheon
-dong g
i i -dark alle
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in the neighborhood -path through bright boulevard -passage through a busy street

- many convenience facilities round the clock
monthly

housing cost 420,000 won 510,000 won 420,000 won

Figure 5. A case of P5(F) on Residential Environment Considering Moving Process
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housing cost

lease 280,000,000 won, monthly maintenance fee 50,000 won,
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monthl
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(conversion)
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Figure 6. Current Residential Environments in Case P7(F) & P8(F)
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