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A Study on the Urban Planning’s Implications and the Governmental Policies for
Shrinking City in Japan

—Focusing on Location Normalization Plan —

S OlE™
Yoon, Jangshik - Lee, Samsu

Abstract

This study aims to suggest policy implications for domestic shrinking city policies to cooperate with urban planning
by focusing on Location Normalization Plan (LNP) for shrinking city in Japan. Analysing 112 LNPs for the designation of
induction areas and cooperation with Urban Planning Master Plan through interview investigation with MLIT (Ministry of
Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism), a prefecture and cities, LNP is characterized as 1) the plan for many func-
tions, 2) convergence of urban planning and induction of private facilities, 3) the plan devised by a local government with
mediation by Prefecture, 4) new alternative for hollowing-out prevention, 5) action plan by reconsidering a plan according to
the situation, 6) integration of urban planning and public traffic, 7) relocation and utilization of public facilities. Our results
showed that urban planning, in Korea, requires change into Urban Master Plan (UMP) for direction guidance to shrinking
city and Urban Regeneration Strategic Plan (URSP) for implementation means, cooperation with UMP and URSP, role divi-
sion of UMP and URSP, and consideration for integrated plan as well as setting priorities of UMP and URSP.
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Fig. 1. Concept of Grand design of a nation
Source: MLIT (2014a), Grand design of a nation 2050, Japan.
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Fig. 2. Relation of LNP area to City planning area

Source: MLIT (2015a), about the revised Act on Special Measures Concerning
Urban Renaissance, Japan.
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Table 1. Examples of Instruction facilities
Part Examples

Hospital, clinic, elderly welfare
facility, community general
support center, etc.

Necessary facilities by aging
of population

Important facilities for family
with small children

Kindergarten, nursery school,
primary school, etc.

Facilities for regional Library, museum, supermarket,
revitalization etc.

Facilities for administrative

services Branch office, etc.

source: MLIT (2017b), Urban planning procedural guidelines and Urban
Renaissance Special Measure Law

Table 2. Optional areas and Special schemes

Part Detail

To prevent housing increase outside Residence instruction area,
municipality can control investment to infrastructure and regulate
strongly equal to Urbanization control area.

Residence control area
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Fig. 3. Designatable areas of Optional areas on LNP

Source: MLIT (2015a), about the revised Act on Special Measures Concerning
Urban Renaissance, Japan.

Basis Law

Urban Renaissance Special
Measure Law

Transfer and removal
management area

To secure living environment and maintain beautiful urban landscape
outside Residence instruction area, municipality can draw up guideline.

Urban Renaissance Special
Measure Law

Parking place
optimization area

To secure convenience and safety for pedestrian in Urban function
inducing area, municipality can induce and advice through notification
system by setting parking lot standard, location of parking facility and size.

Parking place regulation /
Urban Renaissance Special
Measure Law

Special use instruction
district

Municipality can relax regulations on floor area ratio and land use for
building including Instruction facility, through designating Special use
instruction district in Urban function inducing area.

City Planning Act / Urban
Renaissance Special
Measure Law

source: MLIT (2015a), about the revised Urban Renaissance Special Measure Law, Japan.
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Fig. 7. Relation of LNP to other plans

Source: MLIT (2015a), about the revised Urban Renaissance Special Measure
Law, Japan.
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