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A Study on the Transtormation of Places for Local Social Movement Epicenter in
Jinju City

— During the late Joseon and Japanese Colonial Period —

Stalld” - Zist™
Ha, Hye-Kyung - Kim, Han-Bae

Abstract

Most previous studies on social movements have focused on the “Movement” itself, and there have been no cases of
‘placeness studies” of their social movement epicenters. Therefore, this study intends to extend the study area to the epi-
center of the social movement in Jinju and to read the locality. Research methods comprised literature studies, where in
historical data and newspaper records of the Jinju area were used, and in-depth interviews of the local history and culture
experts as well as the local residents.

This study selected three places of social movements from the Joseon Dynasty and the Japanese Colonial Period that
are representative of change and interpreted the changes to their placeness. The theoretical basis for this study is Rel-
ph(1976)'s “Place Identity’, which was complemented conceptually with research by Lefebvre(1991) and Léw(2008)'s “The
Viewpoint of Social Construction” and Augé(1995)'s “Non-Places’. Prior research has distinguished the major factors that
make up placeness in social movement places into “Physical Appearance’, “Social Activity”, and ‘Place Meaning".

The sites selected for in-depth research included a place that still preserves the social movement place to this day (Yeo-
ngnam Pojeongsa Gatehouse); a place where the epicenter has been transformed outwardly but its original purpose is still
maintained (Jinju Theater); and a place that has so completely and destructively transformed its place that its placeness is
no longer remembered (Marketplace in Front of the Guesthouse). The transformation and destruction of social movement
places in modern cities subjugated by capitalism have been perceived widely as “development” and this perception has led
these places to lose their placeness. This research is significant because it examines the original form, changes in and per-
ceptions of locals toward social movement places that have been covered insufficiently in past research, and expands this
examination into a study on place.
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a: 2N 2R S|
Jinju Regional Government Building during the Joseon Dynasty
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Institute for Korean Studies, Seoul National University)
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to housing the provincial office of Gyeongsang-nam Province.

Source: [Map of Jinjuseong Fortress] (part of the collection at Kyujanggak
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Note: During the middle period of the Joseon Dynasty, military functions were
located within castle walls while administrative functions were located
on the outside. In 1896, with the decommissioning of the military bar-
racks of Gyeongsang-woo Province, the site’s function was converted

b: NG| Tt TR E
Jinju-eup, Jinju-gun during the Japanese Occupation

Az FUPHEUR MRS, (RNS=E D3l 1933)
Source: published by the Japanese Government-General of
Korea
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Note: A new regional center was formed by Japanese settlers to
the north of the Namgang river. To the south of the river,
new urban sites, such as Jinju Station and the Yukjo Inter-
section, were developed.

31, TR JHR
Fig. 1. Overview of site
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Table 2. Epicenter for Local Social Movement in Jinju City
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Fig. 2. Places of Social Movements from the Joseon Dynasty and the Japanese Colonial Period
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