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The Gwangju Mega Housing Complex Re-examined: Evolution into
Self-sufficient New Town based on Industrial Complex

%IEHQ** . _jlq_||:_|||.§***
Kim, Tae Oh - Choi, Mack Joong

Abstract

The ‘Gwangju mega housing complex’ was the largest resettlement project in Korea,
implemented in 1968 on the basis of the site and services scheme to demolish squatter
settlements in Seoul and relocate the residents to a newly developed settlement 26 km away.
This paper re-examines how the displaced migrants’ housing complex was developed into the
City of Seongnam with a population of almost one million people today, because the project
was overshadowed by the '8:10 uprising’ in 1971 which started from the settlers’ protest over
unfair treatment. It was found that, before the ‘8:10 uprising’, the project was unsuccessful
because a great portion of migrants moved back to Seoul because of lagging infrastructure
provisions and poor residential environment resulting from low government capacities, which
was also commonly found in site and services projects in developing countries. After the ‘8-
10 uprising’, however, the situation was completely reversed. In particular, the industrial
complex simultaneously planned and implemented with the housing complex was successful
in creating employment opportunities and thus helped the housing complex evolve into a
self-sufficient new town, which was uniquely found in Korea and not in developing countries.
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Table 1. statistics of displaced migrants 27 2l
category houysl-e__tlold popo‘_ull_grlcion
total 17,341 | 86,705 (100%)
12927; resident egitered | 12,174 | 63074 (72.7%)
moved out MZE 5167 23,631 (27.3%)
total 20,093 {100,150 (100%)

1971

531 resident registered 12,861 | 67,293 (67.2%)
moved out 7,232 32,857 (32.8%)

total 22,308 112,287 (100%)

1971| resident registered 12,912 | 67,691 (60.3%)
6.15 moved out 7,321 33,332 (29.7%)
not reported AII0[E| 2,075 | 11,264 (10.0%)
total 24,833 |124,165 (100%)

1891771 resident registered 13,780 | 67,491 (54.4%)
moved out 11,053 | 56,674 (45.6%)

source: Gyeonggi Province(1971a; 1971b),
(1971a; 1971b)
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Table 2. composition of complex population

category hOL;Sf__tmlold popOI_ulla__rEion
total 17,597 | 87,486 (100%)
171 diSP'a&;%r,gfgra”ts 12174 | 63,074 (72.1%)
228 Othe;|ig-;qig.rants 4429 | 18404 (21.0%)
natives &34 994 6,008 (6.9%)
total 24,318 114,986 (100%)
1971 displaced migrants | 12,861 67,293 (58.5%)
531 other in-migrants 10,463 | 41,685 (36.2%)
natives 994 6,008 (5.3%)
total 24,639 116,608 (100%)
1971 displaced migrants | 12912 67,691 (58.1%)
6.15| other in-migrants 10,733 | 42,909 (36.8%)
natives 994 6,008 (5.1%)
total 25,267 124,356 (100%)
1971 displaced migrants | 13,780 67,491 (54.3%)
817 | other in-migrants 10,295 | 50,262 (40.4%)
natives 1,192 6,603 (5.3%)
total 30,771 {139,867 (100%)
displaced migrants 8,995 41,596 (29.7%)
1137216 othel rmgras | 15250 | 68623 (49.1%)
natives 1,046 4770 (3.4%)
tenants M| 24Xt 5480 | 24,878 (17.8%)

source:

Gyeonggi Province(1971a; 1971b),

Seongnam  Local

Office of Gyeonggi Province(1971), Gwangju County

(1971a; 1971b)
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Table 3 population and displaced migrants

year population | displaced migrants 272!
1969 17,131 11,133 (64.7%)
1970 89,603 70305  (81.3%)
1971 161,993 42,767  (26.5%)
1972 155,725 n/a

1973 170,863 41,596  (24.5%)
1974 179,986 35392  (18.6%)

source: Chosun llbo (April 14, 1974)
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in Gwangju mega housing complex
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Table 4. statistics of industrial complex (1971~1978)

Seongnam Industrial Complex Seongnam City
year no. of |no. of companies no. of no. of |amount of production| amount of export
companies in operation employees |companies (million Won) (thousand US$)
1971.05 14 n/a 2,152 n/a n/a n/a
1972.11 49 42 n/a n/a n/a n/a
1973.07 75 48 8,746 n/a n/a n/a
1974.12 91 64 14,560 121 43,763 50,303
1975.12 120 80 18,142 184 64,838 73,093
1976.12 137 116 22,093 178 135,342 112,900
1977.12 141 121 31,199 142 136,741 131,732
1978.12 141 128 33,704 141 146,256 152,927

source: Seongnam City(1978:382, 618; 1979:177, 186, 188), Seongnam City History Compilation Committee(1993:448)
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Table 5. population vs. employees of Seongnam industrial complex (1973-1978)

1 oon i S e o | i A 75
population | population | population | 5 " = @ population OU(SAe,)O ®)
1973 | 190,580 17,660 172,920 47 36,975 41,596 8,894 8746 |42 |10
1974 | 227,178 15,518 211,660 48 44,056 35,392 7,367 14,560 | 3.0 | 05
1975 | 272,329 17,410 254,919 46 54,927 - - 18142 |30 | -
1976 | 284,946 17,338 267,608 48 56,295 - - 22093 |25 -
1977 | 307,668 16,985 290,683 47 61,440 - - 31,199 20| -
1978 | 324,064 15,244 308,820 47 65,646 - - 33704 (19| -

note: average number of people per household is for non-farming population.
source: Chosun llbo(April 14, 1974), Seongnam City(1978:382; 1979:60-61, 77, 177), Seongnam City History Compilation

Committee(1993:467, 471)
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