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Abstract

In this study, we analyze relation between tolerance for multicultural society and perceived
discrimination immigrants feel against by using a multilevel ordered logit model. In the
context of globalization, Korean society becomes a multicultural society because of the
growth of the number of global immigrants. In order to allow immigrants to live without
being discriminated against, the government has established various policies. Despite the
government's efforts, immigrant-discrimination problem is not be solved. In this situation, it is
necessary to examine the gap between Korean and immigrants in their views of
immigrant-discrimination. Using the 2012 "Fact-finding Survey on Multicultural Families; and
2012 TA study on multicultural acceptability in Korea, data, we examine the relation between
tolerance for multicultural society and perceived discrimination immigrants feel against. In the
case of non-Western immigrants, who live in the higher tolerance for multicultural society,
they perceived lower discrimination against themselves. But, if we analyze the result regardless
of the places immigrants come from, the relation between tolerance for multicultural society
and perceived discrimination is not statistically significant. These findings may have important
implication for the adaptation to multicultural society in Korea.
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Variable

Operational definition

Data sources

Level 1 : Individual variables

Perceived discrimination (Likert-scale)

Perceived discrimination in neighborhood

Region of origin

Western=0 / Non-Western=1

Sex Female=0 / Male=1

Age

Age in 2012 (continuous)

Years since immigration

Years since immigration in 2012 (continuous)

Residential condition

Non-basement=0 / Basement=1

Fact-Finding Survey on
Multicultural Families;

Monthly household income (continuous)

Average monthly household income

(2012)

Contacts with neighbours Participation=1

Non-participation in community gathering=0

Social adjustment assistance

Non-participation in social adjustment
assistance program=0 / Participation=1

Korean nationality

Non-Korean nationality=0 /
Korean nationality=1

Ability in Korea language

Average of speaking, reading, writing,
listening abilities in Korean (Likert-scale)

Level 2 : Contextual variables

Tolerance

Average of tolerance for multicultural society
which local residents have (Likert-scale)

"A Study on Multicultural
Acceptability in Korea,
2012)
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Table 2. Descriptive statistics
| N | Men | sb | Mn | Ma

Level 1 : Indlividual variables

Perceived discrimination 5910 3.17 0.92 1 4

Region of origin (non-Western) 5910 0.94 0.24

Sex (male) 5910 0.18 0.39 0 1

Age 5910 36.89 10.32 17 81

Years since immigration 5910 10.17 7.66 1 75

Residential condition (basement) 5910 0.07 0.25 0 1

Monthly household income 5910 257.56 150.60 25 800

Contacts with neighbours 5910 0.17 0.37 0 1

Social adjustment assistance 5910 0.34 0.48 0 1

Korean nationality 5910 0.40 0.49 0 1

Ability in Korea language 5910 2.45 1.1 0 4

Level 2 : Contextual variables

Tolerance 16 1.82 0.20 1.47 217
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Table 3. Perceived discrimination and tolerance for multicultural society (multilevel ordered logit models)

Model 1 Model 2 Model 3

Coefficient S.E. Coefficient S.E. Coefficient S.E.
Level 1 : Individual variables
Constant - 1.952 ***  (0.369) - 1.952 ***  (0.364) - 1.939 (0.366)
Region of origin
(non-Western=1) - 0481 **  (0.101) - 0482 **  (0.098) - 0.500 (0.091)
Sex
(male=1) - 0.080 (0.061) - 0.084 (0.063) - 0.080 (0.062)
Age - 0.016 === (0.003) - 0.016 **=* (0.003) - 0.016 *** (0.003)
Years since immigration 0.009 **  (0.004) 0.009 **  (0.004) 0.009 **  (0.004))
Residential condition
(basement=1) - 0.059 (0.047) - 0.065 (0.062) - 0.054 (0.054)
Monthly household income - 0.101 =** (0.049) - 0.103 =** (0.047) - 0.100 ** (0.049)
Contacts with neighbours 0.189 =#*x (0.069) 0.193 ***  (0.068) 0.189 ***  (0.069)
Social adjustment assistance 0.136 ** (0.060) 0.138 ** (0.060) 0.136 ** (0.060)
Korean nationality 0.109 * (0.062) 0.108 * (0.061) 0.108 * (0.062)
Ability in Korea language - 0.287 ==% (0.030) - 0.288 ***  (0.029) - 0.286 *** (0.029)
Level 2 : Contextual variables
Constant X Tolerance - 0182 (0.118) - 0.336 (0.201)
Nation X Tolerance 0.231 * (0.126)
Thresholds
K* 1.654 === (0.048) 1.653 ***  (0.048) 1.654 ***  (0.048)
K3 3.007 ==+ (0.074) 3.006 *** (0.073) 3.007 ***  (0.073)

Notes. * p<0.10; ** p<0.05; *** p<0.01.
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