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The Characteristic and the Role of the Community Library as a Community
Center
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Abstract

Urban planning in Korea has been carried out based on the Neighborhood Unit Plan
Theory established by Perry in the 1920s. However, it is obvious that even though this
theory positions the elementary school as the local community center, this role has been lost
due to the absolute shortage of that age population, a short residence period, and problems
with opening the schools to the public. Therefore, new attempts at an alternative local
community center are crucial, and I will examine the community library as one of the
possible alternatives among many other facilities. Through this study I've surveyed the users
of eight community libraries located in the city of Goyang. As a result, I've found that: 1) the
community library can accommodate various age groups, 2) the community library is a facility
used by local residents within walking distance, and 3) the higher the using and participation
rate of the facility, the bigger the opportunity for someone to start and engage local
community activity. In conclusion, it has been verified that the community library can be a
base vitalizing local community activities and activists as a local community facility. However,
their current limitation is that they are still too short in numbers to replace the role of the
elementary school as a community center. If there is an increase in the quantity and an
improvement in the quality of community libraries, we can expect the community library to
successfully carry out its role as a new base of the local community instead of elementary
schools.
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Figure 1. Demographic changes in age
configuration(nationwide)
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Table 9. Frequency and use purpose for senior
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B 10, FH2zM EX HE @= 2013)
Table 10. Geographical distribution of community
libraries (nationwide, 2013)

N EENE
PP pubhc private total
city gl sl Bl
freq & freq & freq -

ME Seoul 179| 20.2| 575| 151| 754| 16.1
H AL Busan 59| 66| 181| 48| 240| 51
T+ Daegu 39| 44| 139| 37| 178| 3.8
OIH Incheon 40 | 45| 152| 4. | 192| 41
23 Gwangju 42 | 47| 308| 81| 350| 7.5
Tl Daejeon 18 | 20| 163| 43| 181| 39
24t Ulsan 30| 34| 98| 26| 128| 27
M3 Sejong 0 0.0 8 | 02 8 0.2

27| Gyeonggi | 157 | 17.0| 890| 234 134 223

2l Gangwon 27| 30| 126| 33| 153| 33
Pl — |

Chungcheongb 20| 23| 175| 46| 195| 4.2
ukdo

=
Er

Chungcheongna | 44 | 50| 172| 45| 216| 4.6
mdo
e

JeoIIabukdo
T

Jeollanamdo
2=
(==

Gyeongsangbuk | 71 | 80| 135| 3.6 | 206| 4.4
do

8lL| 91| 71| 19| 152| 32

39| 44| 166| 44| 205| 44

B
Gyeongsangna 39| 44| 272| 72| 311| 66

mdo
A% Ja 3 | 03] 167] 44| 170] 36
o7 total | 888| 100 2| 100| %28 100
1km Q] O]AIE ZofAl= 200m U O]&A}

7b 7 22 271%2 XS 201~300m7}
13.6%, 401~600m7} 153%E ZIECE 600m Ot
of A3 Y& ol8AW WAQ 559%9 HOE Lt
Efstth o] 2, F2TAHE0] HEWEOL AL
7IEE Bl Hel olssiN BEste Aldo] oh
2t SuollAl ZojAl HEF = e NYQ ZEA|
2N 98 5l Y8 BHETITL
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H 12, ZAM Oidh H2EME 0|81 XY 22
(%)
Table 12. Community library user's job
configuration(%)
AT H|- (%)
job category ratio(%)

S XY kindergartner 1.0
ZA55Hd elementary schoolchild 293
Sasetd 272
middle, high school student :
Clfst/cH ey -
university, graduate student ’
F5 SRR 5 e
housewife, unemployed person :
R, 7|AZE D AT BAAL

equipment, machinery operator and 03
engineer

Jlse 9 B 7|5 BAAL -
manual worker :
Ltof EAFX} sales person 03
MH| A Z ALK} service provider 2,
AFRE S ALX} office worker 20
27} 9l 22l ZALA} professional 116
22| X} administrator 10

oA total 100.0

H 11 &AL} CHA BH2E M O|8AF Sy £

IZ(%)
Table 11. Community library user's age
configuration(%)

A age H|2(%) ratio(%)
0-4X| age 0-4 0.0
5-9A| age 5-9 51

10-14 A age 10-14 259
15-19A| age 15-19 259
20-24X| age 20-24 24
25-294 age 25-29 27
30-34 x| age 30-34 14
35-394 age 35-39 51
40-44 M| age 40-44 133
45-49X| age 45-49 10.9
50-54 M| age 50-54 54
55-594| age 55-59 03
60-64 x| age 60-64 03
65A| O|4+ age over 65 14
oA total 100.0
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2 QAE11 QUrh OI8AES HE 9f7] PI6hAl
¥ ohlEt TAREOA S TS mE Y #
Aol Fofatz] QI F2TAEE Ol&8st s
Z08 eI ESHSSEROIA ZARE 21t
of MEW, 582%9 HSLATIN =A-E8 =
2IHE AN Utk 14 FA2sAd & gt
B 5871 & 66.78] AAISHH oi7jo] E7lehs
Qlge 8684HQl ZICE FANQN. TZRIHE
HAGHE AREAR wU ZRTE ¢, Jok
£ I8 33 Zo] mid &7 FAof ety
H 13 82t A2C M 08K HEX|2 Ha
Table 13. Distance between community library
and user's residence

s FAH|Z(%)
ZE|(m) (3 Hew | ' :
: 3 accumulatio
distance(m) user(p | ratio(%) :
n ratio(%)
erson)

0-200 64 27.1 27.1
201-400 32 136 40.7
401-600 36 15.3 55.9
601-800 12 51 61.0

801-1000 15 6.4 67.4
10002 11}

over 1000 77 326 100.0
oA total 236 100.0 -

* FSE(58Y) A
* except non answers(58 persons)
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Table 16. Number of community library and
elementary  school, and their
increase rate
2T Mg e el
community library | elementary school
e s
M | o s
. . p B increasi
number Increasi
number ng
ratr;%}’) e
: (%)
20104
year 3,349 - 5,854 %
2010
20114
year 3,464 34 5,882 0.5
2011
20124
year 3,951 14.1 5,895 0.2
2012
2013
year 4,686 186 5,913 03
2013
24
ol - 36.1 - 10
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