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Reevaluation of the Hansung City Improvement Project in the Daehan
Empire: Focusing on Universal Characteristics of Modem Urban Planning
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Yoo, Chisun « Lee, Sugie

Abstract

The city of Hansung experienced massive redevelopment in the 19th century. Although
the Hansung Improvement was an urban planning project, the project has never been
considered as an example of modern urban planning in Korea. This study first criticizes
previous research claiming that the Hansung Improvement project was an imitation of
Washington D.C. Then, the Hansung Improvement project is reevaluated with the context of
the universality of modern urban planning. As a conclusion, this study claims that the
Hansung Improvement project should be considered as an example of modern urban
planning in Korea, as it has much in common with other urban planning projects of the
modern era. First of all, the project was designed to serve the public good. In addition, it
was initiated and executed by the central and regional governments and developed
through the modern legal system. The project also included a modern land expropriation
process for land ownership approval. Furthermore, it oversaw the installation of modern
infrastructure systems. These findings indicate that the Hansung Improvement project shares
many aspects associated with modern urban planning as identified in other Western cities.
Therefore, it can be reevaluated as the first example of modern urban planning of Korea.
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7 EEME HETE (The Independent) Editorial,
1896.10.15

“We earnestly hope that Mr. Ye Cha Yun will be to
Seoul what Lenfant and Governor Shepherd
were to Washington the city which he desires to
take as an example for the improvement of
Seoul.”
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ME DCO| d&2 A3l CHE D UCL

9 1860WCio|t Bz EHA| WEHES HE A
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