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Power and Space: The Capital Planning in North Korea
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Jun, Sang-In « Kim, Mee-Young « Cho, Eun-Hee

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the capital planning of Pyongyang, the capital
of North Korea. North Korea is a "Theatre State”, Pyongyang serves as its main stage. After
the Korean War, North Korea focused on building up its capital, Pyongyang, in oder to
reinforce state power and strengthen the power of ruling class. They tried to differentiate
Pyongyang from other cities and fortify its status as the nation's capital by constructing
huge architectures and conducting large scale national ceremonies. As North Korea is in the
process of passing down the ruling power to Kim Jong-un, the third generation of the Kim
dynasty, it is likely that Pyongyang may once again be embellished as the main political
stage.
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