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Abstract

This research analyzes the spatial characteristics of the distribution and hierarchy of public
healthcare personnel. In particular, this study focuses on comparing the differences and
similarities of dissimilar social groups’ spatial accessibility to public and private health
resources. Innovative approaches to minimizing ecological fallacies that may have been
introduced in representing demands for healthcare service are suggested, which include
utilization of spatial units that reflects population distribution more realistically. In addition,
spatial clusters of similar social status are identified, where classification of social status is
divided based on deprivation levels. Aggregated spatial accessibility to public and private
health personnel is compared both within and between social groups.

The spatial distribution of national public healthcare personnel and health demand
indicate that proper appraisal of the accessibility to public healthcare personnel requires more
than mere consideration of the distribution of demand population. More importalty, the size
and location of the health resources, geographical distance or ease of transportation, and
other regional characteristics are the essential elements to account for. Polarization in the
accessibility to national and public healthcare personnel is observed both within and between
the social groups who have similar social deprivation status.
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