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A Study on Migration Patterns of the Seoul Metropolitan Area Using
Shift-Share Analysis
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Abstract

Over the past several decades, there has been substantial research on the relationship
between inter-regional migration and regional inequality. The problem of regional inequality
has been associated with selective migration process in which individuals with better or more
desirable characteristics are attracted to specific areas. This study examines the characteristics
of selective migration patterns in the Seoul Metropolitan Area(SMA) over the period of
1990-2010, using the Korean Population and Housing Census. The shift-share analysis is used
to decompose migration flow patterns on the basis of three different population quantities: a
population base component, a mobility component, and regional competitive component. Our
results reconfirm the finding of previous studies that the SMA is more likely to attract and
retain young, educated, and professional individuals than the rest of the country.
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Figure 1. Application of Shift-Share Analysis
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Table 1 In-migration and Out-migration of the Seoul Metropolitan Area

(Unit: %)
199004 - 1995 1995' - 2000 2000 - 2005 2005 - 2010
Out- Out- Out- Out-
5 In- : : In- e In- G In- s
categories 3 = migration 5 . migration < 3 migration : . migration
migration migration migration migration
from from from from
to SMA to SMA to SMA to SMA
SMA SMA SMA SMA
20s 536 357 501 285 425 248 394 233
0s 272 442 286 424 307 363 26 316
hg 40s &5 108 114 160 145 189 144 191
50s 44 44 38 58 53 88 7.5 131
60s and over 64 49 6l 7.2 6.9 1n2 90 130
sub-total 100 100 100 100 100 100 1000 1000
R 743 704 a33 634 $.2 579 475 518
education graduate i i i . :
level college graduates 257 296 367 3L6 458 21 525 482
sub-total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100.0 1000
professional 273 286 537 36.3 334 24 596 22
office 182 118 105 137 23 159 106 105
service 194 289 102 29 197 195 98 199
occupation agriculture
& fist 158 144 95 100 05 90 55 &4
manual & etc. 194 163 160 17.0 1 263 147 189
sub-total 100 100 100 100 100 100 1000 1000
Notes:
1. The biggest shares of each categories are represented in bold characters.
2. College graduates include the individuals who are now attending college.
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